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ist Hans von Euler-Chelpin was born in 
the battlement-crowned corner house 
Ulrichsplatz 15.
The square in front of St. Ulrich leads to 
the Maximilianstraße. The core of the  
“Stiermannhaus” (the construction en-
trepreneur Walter Stiermann saved the 
house from demolition) – Maximilian-
straße 83 – dates to the 13th century. 
Structural changes were made in the 
16th and 17th centuries. The building 
includes a typical Augsburg courtyard, 
which is accessible today and used 
commercially.
The cellar vaults now house the “Welser- 
Kuche,” an unusual restaurant. The food 
here is prepared and consumed in the 
style of the 16th century. The recipes 
are from the hand-written cookbook of 
Philippine Welser, the wife of Archduke 
Ferdinand II of Tyrol.
The stone mason Burkhard Engelberg, 
who built the Ulrich church, lived across 
the way, at Armenhausgasse 1. 

 2 Kathanhaus 
Kapuzinergasse 10 

The Kathanhaus is an example of the 
oft-praised Rococo facade paintings 
from Augsburg, in this case by Johann 

Baptist Bergmiller. The facades toward 
the street and garden show religious 
and allegorical paintings and trompe-
l’œil windows. It was renovated in 1960 
and 2002. 

 3 Hercules Fountain
Maximilianstraße, in front of Schaezlerpalais 

The Hercules fountain was modeled 
between 1597 and 1600 by Adriaen de 
Vries. It was cast in Augsburg by Wolf-
gang Neidhart and erected in the wine 
market in 1602. 
The Hercules Fountain is a three-sided 
composition. The 3m high bronze group 
stands on a strong stone plate. It shows 
the prototype of all heroes, a muscular, 
nude Hercules, victory band in his hair. 
In his hand is a firebrand to slay the sev-
en headed, scaly and winged monster, 
Hydra. According to mythology, Hercu-
les needed the firebrand, to singe the 
roots of the severed head to prevent 
Hydra from regrowing heads.
The depiction illustrates man’s victory 
over the wild force of water and the 
power of fire.
Three nymphs sit on the cornice-like 
piers jutting out at the bottom. They 
symbolize water.
Below the clam shells are three men 
carrying mussels and fish in their hands, 
which identify them as nautical gods. 
Three rollicking cherubim can be seen 
next to them. These boys, a common 
symbol since antiquity, are holding 
geese between their legs. They are 
strangling or stabbing them.
The marble-framed, gilded bronze re-
lief tablets, are of great relevance. They 
show the founding of the city, the alli-
ance of “Roma” and “Augusta Vindeli-
cum” as well as the city goddess “Au-
gusta Vindelicum” with a crown of walls 
and pine cones.
The three fountains in the Maximilian-
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straße: Augustus Fountain, Mercury 
Fountain and Hercules Fountain, form a 
triad signifying the three estates of the 
Imperial City: nobility, merchants and 
craftsmanship. 

 4 Hotel “Drei Mohren”
Maximilianstraße 

In 1722–23, the Burgau wine merchant 
Andreas Wahl hired Johann Georg 
Gunetz rhainer from Munich to build 
the structure with a magnificent Roco-
co facade. Three expressive heads look 
down from the three stucco pediments: 
the still-preserved “Three Moors” terra-
cottas. These are attributed to Ehrgott 
Bernhard Bend, a sculptor from Augs-
burg. It is not clear how the three made 
it onto the sign of an inn.
The building was exquisitely equipped; 
there was a “knight’s room,” a ballroom 
and a chapel. 
Among the famous guests were Fried-
rich Wilhelm I of Prussia, Giacomo Casa-
nova, Leopold Mozart with his children 
Wolfgang Amadé and Nannerl, Emperor 
Franz II and his wife Marie Therese, Wolf-
gang von Goethe, King Max I Joseph 
and Queen Karoline of Bavaria, Richard 

Wagner and Cosima von Bülow, Arch-
duke Ferdinand of Austria, King Otto of 
Greece, and Nikolaus I of Russia.

 5 Zeughaus (Arsenal)
Zeugplatz 

The Zeughaus, the city’s arsenal, was 
built between 1602 and 1607. Elias Holl 
was in charge of construction, and the 
design of the imposing eastern facade 
is likely by the painter and architect 
Joseph Heintz (1564–1609). The build-
ing is comprised of two wings of six 
floors, with a tower for the stairs at the 
middle. The main tract, toward the east, 
contains the “Toskanische Säulenhalle” 
(Tuscan Column Hall). This room is con-
sidered the most elegant work by the 
city’s master builder, Elias Holl. After 
1806, the building served as a depot 
for the Bavarian artillery. In 1899, it be-
came the main station for the city’s fire 
brigade. Today, it is used for education 
and events. Especially popular: Exhibits 
in the Toskanische Säulenhalle, Alterna-
tive Christmas market and the beer gar-
den in the courtyard.
The eastern facade bears the inscrip-
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tion: BELLI INSTRUMENTO, PACIS FIR-
MAMENTO (Tools of War, Preservation 
of Peace). 
The sculptor Hans Reichle (ca 1570–
1642), a student of Giovanni da Bologna, 
created the marvelous Bronze group of 
the Archangel Michael over Luficer. The 
city’s master castor Wolfgang Neit hardt 
(1575–1632) used more than 9,900 kilos 
of bronze to execute the work.

 6 Mercury Fountain
Maximilianstraße 

The Mercury Fountain was designed 
by the Dutchman Adriaen de Vries be-
tween 1596 and 1599. It was executed 
by Augsburg’s master castor Wolfgang 
Neidhardt and then erected in the 
square in front of St. Moritz Church and 
the Weberhaus (House of the Weaver’s 
guild). Today, the original is being kept 
at the Maximilian Museum.
Mercury, the god of trade, illustrates 
the significance of the city as a center 
of trade. The two and a half meters high 
group that adorns the fountain is domi-
nated by Mercury. He carries a snake 
staff (signifying fortune and peace) in 
his right hand and a winged helmet on 
his head. The winged cherub, equipped 
with a bow, seems to be either tying or 
loosening the god’s shoe. 
The water flows from the bronzes on 
the pole in a thin stream: there are two 
heads of dogs, two medusas, two lion’s 
masks and four eagle’s heads.
The inscriptions on the pillar provide 
information on the erection of the foun-
tain and the story of its subsequent 
renovations.

 7 Weberhaus (Weavers’ House)
Maximilianstraße 

The linen weavers formed the largest 
group of craftsmen in the city. Augsburg 
was one of the most important textile 

cities in the textile industry before the 
Thirty Years war, with over 2,000 weav-
ing shops. The city was heavily influ-
enced by the textile industry well into 
the 20th century. The Weberhaus was 
the weavers’ guild and administration 
house at the Moritzplatz.
As early as 1389, a guild room was built  
in the Weberhaus, with an arched wood-
en ceiling and wall panneling, painted 
in 1437 by Peter Kaltenhofer and reno-
vated by Jörg Breu the younger in 1538. 
Today, it is held in the Bayerisches Na-
tionalmuseum (Bavarian National Mu-
seum) in Munich.
The exterior frescos were originally 
created by the city painter Johann Mat-
thias Kager (1605). After the destruction 
during the war, the building was re-
constructed. O. M. Schmitt created the  
frescos, choosing the topics “Battle of 
Lechfeld” and “History of the craft of 
weaving.”
The two inscriptions at the eastern  
and western pediments commemorate 
weav ers: “Per multa saecula usque ad 
dies nostros texunt textores magnifi-
cum urbis augustae vestimentum” (For 
many centuries, into our days, the weav-
ers weave the magnificent garment of 
the city of Augsburg) and “The weaver’s  
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struggle and pain sits between the 
times of craft and machines.”

 8 Goldsmith’s Fountain 
Martin-Luther-Platz 

The Goldsmith’s Fountain was created 
in 1912 by the Berlin sculptor Hugo 
Kaufmann. The banker’s widow Sabine  
Bühler was the donor. It serves to com-
memorate the masters of the famous 
Augsburg gold-
smith guild as well 
as her husband Au-
gust Bühler, who  
died in 1910. The 
figure of the foun-
tain is a young jour- 
neyman goldsmith. 
In his raised right 
hand, a gilded cop-
per cup, he wears 
the finely crimped 
garment of his 
trade. He is looking 
at the Goldsmiths’ 
Chapel at the Anna 
Church. The basin 
and column of the 

fountain are made of blue granite from 
Kirchheim.

 9 Former Gymnasium  
St. Anna

Im Annahof 6 

The Protestant school at St. Anna was 
founded in 1531 for which Elias Holl 
built a small, functional building to the 
west of St. Anna Church, between 1613 
and 1625. With its clear divisions, the 
building shows a strict symmetry.
Between 1821 and 1823, Prince Charles 
Louis Napoleon – later Emperor Napo-
leon III of France – was a student at the 

St. Anna-Gymnasium. He returned for a 
visit in 1867. 
The former school building is part of the 
Anna courtyard. There once was an ob-
servatory at what is today the entrance 
to a parking garage. On the floor be-
tween the two is an inscription in glass: 
„Bibliotheca Publica.“ This was the site 
of the first German city library.

 10 Stadtmarkt (City Market)
Access from Fuggerstraße and Annastraße. 
Open Mon to Fri 7 am–6 pm, Sat 7 am–2 pm 

The city market, located between Anna  
and Fugger streets, was opened in 
1930. All former individual markets 
were combined here into one single 
site. Next to the wealth of offers inside 
the halls and booth, farmer’s wives from 


